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replace Congress’s library, which was 
burnt by the British Army the previous 
year. 

I would like to take a few moments 
to recognize this anniversary and to 
focus on the good work one small Li-
brary of Congress program does today. 

Though the Library of Congress was 
established in 1800, for the first 15 
years of its existence it was mainly a 
law library. It was not until the acqui-
sition of Jefferson’s personal library 
that the Library became the broad re-
pository of knowledge that it is today. 
Some Members of Congress opposed the 
idea of buying Jefferson’s entire li-
brary, which included books in many 
languages, and on a variety of topics, 
including science, math, philosophy, 
and religion. However, Thomas Jeffer-
son famously replied, ‘‘I do not know 
that it contains any branch of science 
which Congress would wish to exclude 
from their collection; there is, in fact, 
no subject to which a Member of Con-
gress may not have occasion to refer.’’ 
Fortunately, this view won the day, 
and today the Library contains an un-
paralleled number of items from every 
branch of knowledge, making it the 
largest library in the world. 

Forever growing, the Library of Con-
gress receives 20,000 new items every 
day. However, only about half are kept 
for the Library’s permanent collection. 
It is the program designed to bridge 
that divide which has grown to touch 
so many Oregonians, as well as regular 
folks around the country. 

The Library of Congress’s Surplus 
Books Program takes the books not 
needed for the Library’s collections 
and provides them to schools, libraries, 
and nonprofit institutions around the 
country. Each week, staff from my of-
fice are able to select books, box them 
up, and send them to Oregon. 

One recipient in Oregon has been the 
new library in Halsey, OR. Halsey is a 
small town, but the community has 
come together to build a fantastic new 
library. I have been able to send them 
several hundred new books to help 
them grow and diversify their collec-
tion. I expect to be able to send them 
hundreds more, thanks to the Library 
of Congress’s Surplus Books Program. 

I would be remiss if I failed to recog-
nize Joseph Maher, acquisitions spe-
cialist and librarian for the Surplus 
Books Program. Mr. Maher almost sin-
glehandedly runs the program and 
often goes above and beyond to identify 
books for particular organizations. Mr. 
Maher works to find a good home for 
each of the books, while simulta-
neously balancing the needs of the 
many congressional offices, schools, 
universities, and Federal agencies that 
select books from the program. He 
works tirelessly knowing that the 
books they send around the country 
are going to make a positive impact on 
many lives. 

Reading sparks creativity, learning, 
passion, and imagination, and the Li-
brary of Congress continues to help ig-
nite it. I could not be more pleased to 

see communities in Oregon benefitting 
from this program. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KATIE ROTH 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today to congratu-
late a constituent and a great friend of 
mine, Katie Roth of West Des Moines. 
This summer Katie was named the 2015 
Woman Business Owner of the Year, 
presented by the Business Record. 

In the spring of 2005, Katie, who is 
never shy to take on a challenge, 
opened her own staffing agency and has 
built it from the ground up. Ten years 
later, Portico Staffing has thrived 
under her exceptional leadership, busi-
ness savvy, and highly regarded reputa-
tion as a people person. Katie knows 
how to build relationships and find op-
portunities needed to grow a business. 
Along the way, she has helped count-
less Iowa employers and job-seekers 
find one another. You might say she is 
a perfect matchmaker. For the last 
decade, Katie has worked hard to carve 
out a slice of the American dream by 
owning and growing her own business. 
She knows it comes with sacrifice and 
risk. And she has worked hard to make 
her dream come true. Katie is a great 
mentor and role model for the next 
generation. She shows that persever-
ance and persistence pay off. Always on 
the job, whether networking in the 
community or listening to her clients, 
Katie makes good connections happen. 
And that is a good thing for job seekers 
and employers looking to hire and 
grow their business. 

Katie was nominated by her peers for 
consideration of this prestigious award. 
It is no surprise to me that my fellow 
Iowans would sing her praises. Without 
hesitation, I endorse Katie’s selection 
as the 2015 Business Owner of the Year. 
I have had the pleasure of knowing 
Katie Roth since 1980 when she joined 
my first campaign for the U.S. Senate. 
Always a tireless worker, I have en-
joyed watching Katie thrive and suc-
ceed throughout the years. A loving 
wife and mother, Katie is fiercely loyal 
and Barbara and I hold her in our high-
est regard. 

Barbara and I extend our congratula-
tions to Katie Roth for this well-de-
served honor. We wish her the very 
best as she blazes the trail for many 
years to come. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE GREATER 
KANSAS CITY CRIME STOPPERS 

∑ Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, as co- 
chair of the Senate Law Enforcement 
Caucus, I call to the attention of my 
colleagues an effective public-private 
partnership that was pioneered by the 
Greater Kansas City Crime Stoppers. 

This partnership, which empowers 
citizens to assist law enforcement on 
behalf of public safety, has been a 
model for the Nation, and beyond. 

Crime Stoppers is separate from the 
police emergency phone system or 
other standard methods of contacting 
police, as it allows a member of the 
community to provide anonymous in-
formation about criminal activity. In 
1982, the Kansas City Crime Commis-
sion launched a hotline for anonymous 
tips—Crime Stoppers. That first year, 
30 tips came in, clearing 8 cases. 

Greater Kansas City Crime Stoppers 
emerged as a top program, earning 
global recognition. In 1999, Sergeant 
Craig Sarver of the Kansas City Police 
Department was named International— 
Crime Stoppers—Coordinator of the 
Year. 

An innovator, Sergeant Sarver nur-
tured an idea that has evolved into a 
common tool for law enforcement. 

In the summer of 2002, 19-year-old Ali 
Kemp was murdered in the pump house 
at a community swimming pool near 
Kansas City. Her father, Roger Kemp, 
suggested to police and the local office 
of Lamar Advertising Company that 
billboards could help find the killer. 

Eventually, a tip generated by do-
nated billboards helped resolve this 
case. A suspect was arrested in Con-
necticut, tried, and convicted. 

Since then, ‘‘wanted’’ billboards have 
led to arrests in more than 20 murder 
cases in the Kansas City area. Sarver, 
who retired in 2008 after 33 years on the 
force, cites two reasons why billboards 
help generate solid tips for police. 

First, he says, is the frequency of the 
message. Tipsters have said they had 
seen ‘‘wanted’’ billboards multiple 
times before they shared tips. Second 
is the emphasis on anonymity, impor-
tant to those who fear retribution, ac-
cording to Sergeant Sarver. 

Now this tactic—to feature a tip line 
number on billboards along with a sus-
pect’s photo—is a common tool for law 
enforcement. In 2007 in Philadelphia, 
the FBI starting using donated elec-
tronic ‘‘digital’’ billboards to help find 
fugitives. The FBI calls these high-tech 
signs ‘‘force multipliers.’’ Tips gen-
erated by digital billboards have re-
solved 53 FBI cases. 

State and local police also rely on 
billboards to communicate with the 
public. After two inmates escaped pris-
on in upstate New York in early June, 
New York State Police activated 50 
digital billboards in four states. 

Near St. Louis, a motorist opened 
fire on an Illinois State trooper during 
a traffic stop on June 23. The trooper 
was not injured, but the shooter fled. 
In southern Illinois, the District 11 
State Police office is located near Mid 
America Outdoor Advertising in Col-
linsville, IL. Shortly after police asked 
Mid America for help, the suspect’s 
photo appeared on a digital billboard 
along a high-traffic interstate en route 
to St. Louis. The suspect was arrested 
by the end of the week. 

In Elyria, OH, the sheriff says 12 fugi-
tives have been arrested thanks to tips 
prompted by digital billboards. Lorain 
County Sheriff Phil R. Stammitti de-
scribes these long-sought individuals as 
‘‘very hard to locate.’’ 
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